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The President’s Message
December 2017
Greetings CMW Members,
The Annual Christmas meeting is nearly here, bringing some treats
and good cheer to match the spirit of the season! Please join us at Watab Hall
at 6 pm Dec. 11th. You can bring snacks to share and wine will be handy.
Remember to create an original card if you would like to share. We would
enjoy seeing paintings from the David Smith workshop, too.
We’ll be reviewing some events for 2018 including more information
on the painting retreat at Linden Hills in Little Falls. We are looking at
including a one-day workshop with David Smith as part of the retreat. We
have dates for Andy Evansen’s workshop in October of 2018. In addition, we’ll
share the article recently published promoting our Paramount Arts Center
show. Remember the pick-up at the Paramount is in the morning on Dec. 4th.
We welcome your thoughts and ideas about our organization as we
prepare for the New Year and new schedule. We are also transitioning to new
board positions. Gordon Schrank will be our new President, and Susan JensenCekalla will take the Vice-President position. I am delighted that they stepped
up, and I am sure they will do a great job.
I will be ending my President’s role as the year concludes. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time as your leader these last couple of years! It’s
been a welcome challenge with many new adventures and great camaraderie
on the board. Maintaining our connection to the Paramount and to the St.
Cloud community has been a learning experience. I feel we have made
progress in many arenas including our website, exciting workshops, and
outreach. I have had great support from the rest of the board. I am sure they
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will continue to add to our growth in 2018.
I look forward to a fun meeting on Dec. 11th. I will leave you with one more quote describing what
watercolor means to another artist, Rachel Rubin Wolf: “The nature of watercolor…its unpredictability, its
sensuousness, the textures it seems to make of its own accord and its legendary luminosity are some of the
qualities often lauded.” This is a great description that justifies why I continue to want to learn more about
my favorite medium.
Thanks to everyone for your continuing support. See you at the next meeting.
Kerry

December CMW Meeting & Christmas Party
We hope you will come to the December 11th Monthly Meeting and Christmas Party at the Watab
Town Hall. It is 8.2 miles north of the SuperAmerica gas station located at the intersection of Highway 10
and East St. Germain Street in St. Cloud. Go north on Highway 10 for 8.2 miles and turn left on County
Rd. 79. The town hall is the first building on the left. (If you cross the railroad tracks, you’ve gone too far)
We will gather at 6:00 p.m. for a social time and refreshments. Please bring holiday finger foods/treats
to share. CMW will provide wine, decaf coffee, tea, and soda, but you are welcome to bring other
beverages if you wish. There will be a brief meeting, overview of the 2018 schedule, more information
and opportunity to sign up for a Spring Painting Retreat at Linden Hills in Little Falls with possible David
Smith Workshop Day, and our annual Christmas card exchange.
Please bring an original Christmas card that you have painted if you want to be part of the exchange.
We place all of the cards in a basket and, if you chose to participate, you will be able to draw out a card.
It’s a fun CMW tradition!
Map to Watab Town Hall
Also, if you have a painting that you completed from
any workshop during 2017, please bring that to show us.
It would be great fun to see some completed paintings from the
David Smith workshop in October.
Bring your holiday spirit and make plans now to come
on December 11th. We hope to see you!
P.S. We also renew our annual membership in December for
the coming year, if you haven’t already done so. Bring your
completed form to the meeting or mail it to our Treasurer,
Yvonne Schrank. Dues are $25. The form is found on page 10 of this
newsletter.

Congratulations to our Member’s Choice Award Winners
Yvonne Schrank presented $25 checks and Member’s Choice
Award Certificates to Sandra Driscoll and Kerry Kupferschmidt at
the November meeting. They tied with votes for their paintings
in the GRA show in Little Falls. Sandra’s painting was “Sartell
Barn” and Kerry’s was “Afternoon Light.” Yvonne spoke so
eloquently of their nostalgic theme that made a connection with
the viewers. Member’s comments on Sandra’s painting of the
Sartell Barn were: “A piece of history beautifully portrayed.” A
person who voted for Kerry’s said, “I liked the charm of the older
style home because it is so peaceful. I could go to the front porch
and sit in one of the chairs available and drink a cup of coffee or
glass of iced tea….maybe sit and visit with a neighbor.”

Congratulations, Sandra &
Kerry!

Other paintings that received votes were “Trinity Library” by Robyn York, “Burst of Blooms” by Mary Buhl,
“Boundary Waters’ Respite” by Pat Spence, “Banjo” by Sandra Driscoll, “Farm Barn” by Ralph Carpenter, “Stoic”
by Stef Young, and “Tied Together” by Sandra Driscoll.

Thanks to each of you who voted and participated in Member’s Choice this year!

Member News
Great River Arts Show in Little Falls:
Kathy Braud and Kerry Kupferschmidt have a collection of 80 paintings in “Seasons of the Sun.” Their
show continues through December 30th. You are invited to their reception at GRA in Little Falls on
December 2nd from noon to 2:00 p.m.

Used and New Art Supplies for Sale: Donna Jarve was contacted by the widow of former CMW
member Roger Stericker. She wants to give CMW members first chance to purchase his art supplies:
easels, paints, brushes, and paper. Contact Audrey at 251-7545 if you are interested. She lives in north St.
Cloud. You can stop at her home to see what is available and whether you can use any of these like-new
art supplies.

Springmaid Workshop with John Salminen:
From November 4th from 10th two lucky CMW
members, Susan Jensen-Cekalla and Robyn
York, participated in a workshop by John
Salminen at Springmaid in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. While we were getting snow,
they were spending a day walking the beach in
80 degree weather. They both raved about his
instruction on Urban Landscapes and creating
reflections. Here are photos that they
submitted of themselves with their paintings.

November Demo by Karen Knutson
We saw first-hand why Karen Knutson was named one of Ten
Artists to Watch by Watercolor Artist Magazine. Her creativity
in design and techniques kept us captivated all evening.
Summer at Quarry
Parkpaper
Karen used acrylic paints on 80 lb. Strathmore
Aquarius
that had been coated with matte medium using a wide barn
brush. Applying dots of paint, blending them with a credit
card, wire drawing, and lots of other unique methods resulted
in a colorful dragonfly, which she says are very popular.

You could use the same techniques with watercolor paints
fresh from the tube.
Karen said that the best workshop you can take is to spend 30
minutes each day sketching and writing something about the
day. She had some of her sketch books on display.
Thanks again to Barbara Rogan for hosting Karen & her
husband.

Andy Evansen Workshop – Fall 2018
Dates have been confirmed with the Paramount for our CMW Andy Evansen Workshop. It
is scheduled for October 25th – 27th, 2018. Derick will notify us of the cost soon.

Potential Spring Painting Retreat and David Smith Workshop
Dates & Times:

Monday, May 7th through Thursday, May 10th (Check in is at 3:00 p.m.; check out
is at 11:00 a.m.

Location:

The beautiful Musser Mansion on the banks of the Mississippi River in downtown
Little Falls. This historic mansion is part of the Linden Hills Estate on nine acres
providing a beautiful vista for relaxing and watercolor painting in a scenic setting.

Needed:

A minimum of ten people to make a deposit on or before December 11th. (We already
have two). There are 10 separate bedrooms on the second and third floors of the Musser
Mansion with 6 full bathrooms. A lower level conference room has 24 separate stations
for painting. With ten people, everyone would have their own room. We can
accommodate more people if you will share a room. There is sleeping space for 24 people.
Let us know when you sign up if you want a room by yourself or if you will share a room.

Cost for Retreat:

Depending on the number of people who sign up, cost will be in the range of $113
to $169 dollars each:
10 people = $169 each
12 people = $141 each
15 people = $113 each

This is the total for three days & nights!

Retreat Payment:

A deposit of $85 is required on or before December 11th so that we can reserve
the mansion.
 Your check will be held and 100% of your deposit will be refunded if we
don’t get enough people to reserve the date by the end of the meeting on
December 11th.
 If we have a minimum of ten people, we will make the deposit and your
place will be secured.
 You will lose your deposit if you cancel and cannot find a replacement by
the date of the retreat.
 The balance will be due by the April 9th meeting. Again, that amount will be
dependent on how many sign up. For example, if ten people sign up the
balance will be $84 (169-$85 deposit=$84). If fifteen people sign up, your
balance will be $28. Food and beverages during the retreat will be at your
own expense. We can bring food and cook in the commercial kitchen, or
we can eat out at several local venues, many within easy walking distance.

Special Guest:

We are excited that David Smith is available on Tuesday, May 8th for a watercolor
workshop from 9:30 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. Possible topics will be available at the
December 11th meeting. If we have enough people who sign up for the retreat,
we can book him for May 8th. He is currently reserving the date for us. We will
have extra spots open available for the one-day workshop, with the number of
openings depending on how many people sign up for the retreat. Maximum

capacity is 24 people. Those who sign up for the full retreat will pay a very minimal
amount for the workshop. Others will be able to come for $100, which will also
include a sandwich lunch and beverage catered in from a local shop.
Workshop Deposit:

If you are ONLY interested in the David Smith workshop and coming for a single
day, the fee will be $100. Please sign up and make a deposit of $50 on or before
December 11th by contacting Pat Spence by email or by signing up at the meeting.
Your check will be held and the deposit will be returned if we don’t get enough
people for the retreat. The remaining $50 will be due by the April 9th meeting.

Musser Mansion at Linden
Hills

Beautiful Retreat Setting on the
Mississippi River

Bedroom for a Single Person
or Couple

Visit the Linden Hills website at www.linden-hill.org to see more photos.
There will be more information at the December meeting.
Email Pat Spence at gpdspence@gmail.com with any questions or to sign up
if you won’t be at the December meeting.

Paramount Show and Art Crawl
Thank you to our CMW members,
Linda Addicott and Margaret
Werlinger, for serving as the Demo
Artists during the November 3rd Art
Crawl and Reception for our show.
There was good traffic that evening
as well as people enjoying our art
works at several Paramount shows
during the month of November. It
was great to see the variety of
styles, subject matter, and new
paintings for this show. Paintings
need to be picked up between
10am and noon on Monday,
December 4th.

CMW Calendar
December 4: CMW members who have paintings in the Paramount Lobby Show need to pick up
paintings between 10am and noon. Another Paramount show will be going up in the afternoon. Please
make every attempt to be there as early as possible or make other arrangements.

December 11: CMW monthly meeting at Watab Town Hall at 6:00 p.m. We will have the
traditional exchange of original Christmas cards created by members who wish to participate. Members
are also welcome to bring Christmas goodies to share and any paintings that you completed from a
2017 workshop. Please note the change in location. Beverages will be provided. Sign up tonight and
pay your deposit for the Spring Painting Retreat & David Smith Workshop from May 7-10.
Sign up for the Waite Park Library Show (February 1st – 28th).

January: No monthly meeting scheduled.

January 22: Email Mary Buhl jpeg photo of your Waite Park Library painting.

February 1: Bring paintings to Waite Park Library between 4 and 5pm. You may sign up for this
show at the December meeting or email Yvonne Schrank.

February 12: CMW monthly meeting with the President’s Challenge. The theme is “It Caught My
Eye.”

February 28: Pick up paintings at the Waite Park Library between 4 and 5pm.

March 12: CMW monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. with demo by CMW member Kathy Braud.

March 16: Send Mary Buhl jpeg photos of your paintings for the Good Shepherd Nursing Home
Show (April and May). You can sign up for this show at the February meeting or email Yvonne Schrank.

April: Good Shepherd Nursing Home Show. This is a beautiful venue for display of paintings.
Details will be in future newsletters regarding the hanging time. Show is during April and May.

April 9: CMW monthly meeting with demo by Georgia Kandiko, a current instructor at the Minnetonka Center
for the Arts, South Shore Community Center, and the U of M Landscape Arboretum.

May 7 – 10: Painting Retreat and David Smith Workshop at Linden Hills Estate in Little Falls.
Check-in time is 3:00 p.m. on Monday, May 7th. David Smith workshop is from 9:30 to 4:40 on May 8th. Check-out
time is 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 10th. The painting retreat must be filled to make the David Smith workshop
possible.

May 14: CMW monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. with demo by Catherine Hearding from Lake Elmo. She is an
instructor at White Bear Center for the Arts and Minnetonka Center for the Arts. She was also the Juror of Selection
and Awards for Watercolor at the 2017 MN State Fair.

June: CentraCare Show

July: Munsinger Garden Sale

Member of the Month

Mary Buhl

I grew up in Central MN – a farm girl in Browerville. After high school, I went into nurses’ school at St. Gabriel’s in Little
Falls, MN. I worked as an RN in Robbinsdale for a year, became engaged to and married by high school sweetheart, and
then joined him in military life working at an Army hospital in Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. After the Viet Nam war ended, we
moved to St. Cloud where I worked at the St. Cloud Hospital for over 40 years ending up in the position of Director of
Quality and Patient Safety. Work was fun, and I enjoyed it tremendously. I finally retired completely in 2014 knowing
that there were other kinds of fun to be had, and it was time to pursue them. I won’t mention golf much but that is one
of them!
Color was always inspiring to me and even in the nursing school dorm I would take white shelving paper and make 3foot long “flower gardens” with oil crayons for my friends to tape over their beds. My life was busy with my daughter
and son, aging parents, a fulltime career, and so finally I was able to take some time and sign up for a continuing
education watercolor painting class taught by Jim Mondloch. He mentioned CMW and I joined in the late 90’s. I helped
Virginia Barker as a newsletter folder, served as treasurer, and volunteered to manage the website, which I have been
doing for the past three years. CMW has provided so many types of education for me as a lifelong learner. My fellow
artists are terrific to paint with, learn with, and they have become good friends. I look forward to painting sessions,
demos, workshops, and shows. Painting also started me on a little journey with my 6 grandkids. Each Christmas for the
past 15 years I have painted each of them a Christmas card that is individualized around a common theme (snowmen,
stockings, and the Grinch to name a few). This year I am painting my 2 cats under a Christmas tree. Inside the card, I
write about them, where we went on vacation, any cute stories we shared. I also include a photo or 2 for them, so that
over the years they can have those memories.
In 2014, after being single for 20 years, I met a wonderful man – Denny Wintheiser. He is supportive of me in so many
ways including my pursuit of watercolor. I truly am a lucky lady to have wonderful families and such a full and rich life.
-

Mary Buhl

Membership Form and Permission to Use Images of Artwork
Central Minnesota Watercolorists
While mostly watercolorists, this organization embraces the arts and welcomes all artists regardless of medium
or experience. Annual dues are $25 paid before January 31st; $30 if paid later. New members may join for $25
from January to June. Those who join after July enjoy pro-rated dues at a discount of $2.00/month. Send dues
to Yvonne Schrank, 200 Glenview Loop, St. Cloud, MN 56303. Newsletters are emailed and found on the
website each month at www.centralmnwatercolorists.com. If you do not receive email contact the Secretary.
Membership Form:
Name_________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
Home Phone ______________________________
Cell Phone ___________________________
Email Address ______________________________________________
Your data will not be shared with any other entity. A paid member roster will be sent electronically to all
members once a year after February 1. If you do not want your information in the directory, notify the
Treasurer before January 15th of the current year.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Permission to Use Images of Artwork Form:
At various times, images of member’s art are featured in the newsletter, on our website and in Facebook
postings. As part of either a new or renewal membership, please complete the following:
_______ I grant permission for use of images of my artwork in the following:
_____ Newsletter _____ Website _____ Facebook
_______ I DO NOT grant permission for use of images of my artwork in the newsletter, on the website or in
Facebook postings unless I am contacted.
_______I DO NOT grant permission to use images of my work and DO NOT wish to be contacted.

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: __________________________
(Permission applies to current year of membership only. You will need to complete a new form each
calendar year.)

CMW Board Members
President
Kerry Kupferschmidt

klkart.kupferschmidt@gmail.com

612-986-5396

schrank@prodigy.net

320-251-8248

schrank@prodigy.net

320-251-8248

gpdspence@gmail.com

320-224-8242

mnlady949@gmail.com

320-252-4412

Vice-President
Gordon Schrank

Treasurer
Yvonne Schrank

Secretary & Newsletter
Pat Spence

Social Media
Mary Buhl
(Facebook & Website)

Website: CentralMNWatercolorists.org

Thank you to Gordon Schrank for agreeing to serve as CMW President
beginning in January and to Susan Jensen-Cekalla for agreeing to serve
as Vice-President.

