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The President’s Message 
February 2018 

 
We’ve certainly had our ups and downs with the temperature.  But 

there have been some sunny days which hopefully encouraged a painting or 
two.  Please bring a piece to the February meeting and share it with us.  
Enjoying the work of others can often plant a seed of inspiration.        

The board is looking forward to the year and it will be busy for our 
group.  The art crawl dates for 2018 have been announced.  Please think 
about participating as a demonstration artist.  All dates are on a Friday and 
include March 23rd, June 8th, August 10th, and November 2nd.   

Show dates are being developed.  After the Waite Park exhibit in 
February, we have the Good Shepherd Community show.  This is a very bright 
and open venue and we have room for 40 or so paintings.  I want to 
encourage you to think about how much the residents enjoy the show.  Both 
at the beginning and end of last year, residents passing by mentioned how 
much they enjoyed seeing the paintings.  One lady explained that wheeling 
down in her wheel chair each day to see the paintings was both good exercise 
and an uplifting experience for her.  So please consider exhibiting in this 
show.  Look for more information in upcoming newsletters regarding shows 
and the “Art in the Park” sale.  Remember that showing our work can 
brighten the day of the viewers.  

Pat has done a wonderful job with planning for our retreat at Linden 
Hills.  The opportunity to have time to paint and have a workshop with David 
Smith is exciting.  Check with Pat or Yvonne regarding openings for the full 
retreat or just for the workshop.  
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Banner Painting by Virginia Barker 

 
                                                     Banner Painting by usan  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2018 Membership Renewal in CMW 

 

Are you a current member of CMW? The board has decided to extend the renewal date for 2018 to 
March 1st, so that you can renew your membership without paying a penalty. For $25, you receive many 
benefits: priority for workshops, demos at CMW meetings by professional artists, the monthly 
newsletter, ability to participate in CMW shows and retreats, a free artist page and posting of your 
paintings for sale on the CMW website, and networking and support of other accomplished artists. 
There is a membership form at the end of this newsletter. If you haven’t renewed your membership, 
please fill it out and bring to the February meeting or mail it to Treasurer Yvonne Schrank at 200 
Glenview Loop, St. Cloud, MN 56303. Also, please invite others to join us. We need active membership 
to continue our programing.  
 

CMW Monthly Meeting – Monday, February 12, 2018 
 

The February Meeting is “Easel Night” for our members. Our President, Gordon Schrank, has issued the 
President’s Challenge “It Caught My Eye.” Please bring a painting that captures the spirit of his challenge 
(I think anything fits that theme). Here is an opportunity to be inspired by other members’ work and to 
receive feedback in a non-threatening, friendly atmosphere. Sign in and networking begins at 6:00 p.m. 
at the lower level of the Paramount Arts Center in downtown St. Cloud. We hope you can come. 

 
 
 

Summer at Quarry Park 

 

 
 

I selected Virginia Barker’s feather painting, “Cardinals,” as a 

tribute to our long-time CMW member and as a tribute to these 

favorite, colorful visitors at our bird feeders. These cardinal pairs 

are an especially welcome sight during the winter months. Virginia 

painted this feather in 2017. 

Virginia began painting on the naturally-molted turkey and 

peafowl feathers found on the Nebraska acreage she co-owned 

with her husband James twenty-three years ago. She was self-

taught and won many awards for her feather paintings at Artists of 

Minnesota Shows while living in Minnesota. 

Those of us who have one of her feather paintings will treasure 

them. And, we will miss her vibrant presence in Central Minnesota 

Watercolorists.  

 



Waite Park Library Show: February 
 

Hanging is Thursday, February 1st from 4-5pm. Take down is Wednesday, February 28th from 4-5pm. 
Thanks to those who are participating.  
 

Good Shepherd Show:  April and May 
 
There is room for forty paintings in this show. It is a good venue with excellent lighting and good traffic, 
and the show is also a way for us to brighten days for the residents. We are hoping many more of you 
will sign up at our February meeting to be part of the show. The hanging of the show will be on Monday, 
April 2 between 4 and 5 p.m., and the take down is Thursday, May 31 between 4 and 5 p.m. Please let 
Yvonne Schrank know if you’d like to participate and won’t be at the February meeting. We need many 
more artists for this show. 

 

May 7-10 Spring Painting Retreat at Linden Hills & David Smith Workshop 
 

Thanks to all who helped CMW fully book the Spring Painting Retreat in Little Falls.  Check in time is 
11:00 a.m. on May 7th and check out is Thursday, May 10th at 11:00 a.m. We will accept names for a 
waiting list in case of cancellations. Let Yvonne Schrank know by email or phone if you are interested.  
 
There may be one space for the David Smith workshop on Tuesday, May 8th. Cost for the workshop day 
is $100, which includes lunch. The deposit to secure your space is $50. It will begin at 9:30 a.m. and end 
at 4:40 p.m. Topic is “Soft Floral.”  David will teach the process and benefits of working on soaked paper 
– a valuable process he has incorporated in each American Watercolor Society painting. The subject will 
be a soft bouquet of flowers. The same process could be applied to any subject. Techniques used will 
include working on wet paper, creating different edge qualities to shapes, developing a painting through 
progressively darker values, glazing, and lifting. Call Yvonne Schrank to register for the workshop or be 
on the waiting list. All those registered will be emailed a list of suggested supplies for the workshop. 
 
When the board finalizes the registrations, participants will be sent an email or note with the amount 
due to complete their payment and final payment will be due by April 9th. The total cost for the retreat 
will not exceed $169. 
 

 

                     
                            
 

Musser Mansion at Linden 

Hills 

Beautiful Retreat Setting on the 

Mississippi River 



Member News 

 

 

 
 

                             Judith Hallbeck Meyeran 

  

 

 
 
 
 

               Kathy Braud 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paula Tift, Linda Addicott,  
Susan Jensen-Cekalla & Mary Buhl 

 

Our four CMW “Amigos” recently returned from a 

Watercolor Studio and Plein Air workshop by Lian Quan 

Zhen at Casa de Los Artistas in Boca de Tomatlan, 

Jalisco, Mexico. They had a great time and came back 

with some beautiful beginnings to several paintings plus 

stories of some of their adventures. Their smiles tell it 

all! 

 

 

Judith’s watercolor “Chains” was accepted into the 

2018 Arts in Harmony Exhibit. This is an international 

juried show that will be on exhibit beginning Thursday, 

February 15th. The opening reception is Saturday, 

February 17th at the Hopkins Center for the Arts. 

Congratulations, Judith. 

 

Kathy Braud’s Exhibit, “Seasons of Color,” moved from 

GRA in Little Falls to Minnesota State Fergus Falls. The 

show continues through March 1st in the Charles Beck 

Gallery. The reception is Wednesday, February 7th 

from 2-4 p.m. Way to go, Kathy! This is a large exhibit. 

Kathy is also part of the February 23 – April 17th Still 

Life Gallery Show Objects D’Art at the Jaques Art 

Center in Aitkin. The reception is February 24th from 

12 – 3 p.m. Congratulations, Kathy. 

 



Andy Evansen Workshop – Fall 2018 
 

Dates have been confirmed with the Paramount for our CMW Andy Evansen Workshop. It is scheduled 
for October 25th – 27th, 2018. We have requested a 9:00 a.m. starting time each of the three days. Derick 

will notify us of the cost and time to register. 
 

12th Annual Art Fair in the Gardens 
 

Our Annual Art Sale will be part of the Munsinger Clemens Botanical Society’s Annual Art Fair in the 
Gardens on Thursday, July 19th from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. It’s not too early to start planning your 
participation with smaller sized framed or matted paintings or cards. Contact Pat Spence to offer your 
help or with questions. Sign-up sheets will be available soon. 
 

Downtown St. Cloud Art Crawl Dates 
 

The Downtown Arts Council has announced the 2018 dates for the Art Crawls. They are:  March 23, June 
8, August 10, and November 2. We are asking CMW members to serve as demo artists during the 
evening art crawl times on these dates. Again, sign-up sheets will be available at monthly meetings, or 
you can phone a board member to offer your involvement. You paint between the hours of 5 and 9pm 
and can bring cards and paintings to sell. It is very enjoyable. 

 

Do You Have News to Share? 

Are you participating in any other art shows? Have you received recognition or an award for a painting? 
Are you teaching an art class? Let Pat Spence or Mary Buhl know, so that the information can be shared 
with CMW members on the website or in the newsletters. We appreciate hearing from you. 
 
 

Reminder:  CMW Website Gallery and Artists’ Pages 
 

Did you know that you can have your own personal artist’s page on the CMW website? It is a public 
place to let others view your art work. You can also submit JPEG images of your paintings that are for 
sale. Contact Mary Buhl with any questions or to submit your art. A 2018 goal of CMW is to get the 
website artist’s pages updated and to have many more members involved.  
 

2019 Demo Artists and Workshops 
 

Susan Jensen-Cekalla is our new Vice-President and is seeking your input on suggestions for monthly 
meeting demo artists and for a workshop provider in the fall of 2019. Please let her know of anyone that 
you think would be a good fit for our members. It is especially helpful if you have been to one of their 
workshops in the past. Thank you! 



 
CMW Calendar 

 February 1: Bring paintings to Waite Park Library between 4 and 5pm.  

February 12:  CMW monthly meeting with the President’s Challenge at 6:00 p.m. The theme is “It 

Caught My Eye.”  Please bring a painting for our Easel Night. 

 February 28:  Pick up paintings at the Waite Park Library between 4 and 5pm. 

March 12: CMW monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. with demo by CMW member Kathy Braud. 

March 16:  Send Mary Buhl jpeg photos of your paintings for the Good Shepherd Nursing Home 

Show (April and May). You can sign up for this show at the February meeting or email Yvonne Schrank. 

April 2:  Bring paintings to Good Shepherd Nursing Home between 4 and 5 p.m. for the show that 

will continue through May 31. This is a beautiful venue for display of paintings. 

  April 9: CMW monthly meeting with demo by Georgia Kandiko, a current instructor at the 

Minnetonka Center for the Arts, South Shore Community Center, and the U of M Landscape Arboretum. 

 May 7 – 10:  Painting Retreat and David Smith Workshop at Linden Hills Estate in Little Falls. 
Check-in time is 3:00 p.m. on Monday, May 7th. David Smith workshop is from 9:30 to 4:40 on May 8th. 
Check-out time is 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 10th.  
 

 May 14: CMW monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. with demo by Catherine Hearding from Lake Elmo. 
She is an instructor at White Bear Center for the Arts and Minnetonka Center for the Arts. She was also 
the Juror of Selection and Awards for Watercolor at the 2017 MN State Fair. 
 

May 31: Pick up paintings at Good Shepherd Nursing Home between 4 and 5 p.m. 

June: CentraCare Show                           July 19: Art in the Gardens Sale 



Member of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

Paula Tift 

-  

Hello every one!  My name is Paula Tift and I am a new member of CMW, joining last fall.  I have 

known Linda Addicott for many years through our church, book group and other activities.  One of 

our friends at a book group night a couple years ago, after learning that Linda was teaching 

watercolor said, “Linda, why don’t you teach a few of us to paint?”  I immediately raised my hand and 

three of us took lessons from Linda.  We still get together from time to time.  I thank Linda for leading 

me to watercolor.   

I was born and raised in Austin, Minnesota and I have always loved to draw.  I usually drew people—

the Beatles were a favorite topic of mine—that dates me.  I took art class when I was a senior in high 

school and my instructor told me to take more art classes if I furthered my education.  I was busy 

raising a family and working outside of the home so I never received a degree, but I did take a few 

drawing classes along the way.  I always kept myself involved in some creative hobby and my goal was 

to really focus on my art once I retired.  I retired last June so I am making sure I use my time to do the 

things I put on hold because of family and work obligations.  Who knows…it worked for Grandma 

Moses to start later in life!   

I have thoroughly enjoyed being part of CMW.  I have only made it to one meeting/presentation but I 

look forward to attending many more.  I attended the David Smith Workshop this past fall; have taken 

classes from Sharon Nieters; worried about the Christmas card exchange and survived; and recently I 

came back from a trip to Mexico with Mary Buhl, Susan Jensen-Cekalla, and Linda Addicott where we 

attended an excellent workshop given by Lian Quan Zhen.  I have signed up and look forward to our 

retreat in Little Falls in May and painting once again with David Smith.  Also, a highlight in my week is 

Thursday afternoons at Watab, painting and getting to know some of the other painters in our group!  

All in all, I look forward to improving my watercolor paintings.  There is satisfaction when one 

completes a painting and feels it is ‘good enough’ to show others.   

My husband and I are on our way to Florida so I will see you in April—hopefully at the April 9th 

meeting!  Happy painting! 

 

(CMW thanks Paula for bringing in another new member, Vicki Baston).  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Form and Permission to Use Images of Artwork 
Central Minnesota Watercolorists 

 
While mostly watercolorists, this organization embraces the arts and welcomes all artists regardless of medium 
or experience. Annual dues are $25 paid before March 1st; $30 if paid later. New members may join for $25 
from January to June. Those who join after July enjoy pro-rated dues at a discount of $2.00/month. Send dues 
to Yvonne Schrank, 200 Glenview Loop, St. Cloud, MN 56303. Newsletters are emailed and found on the 
website each month at www.centralmnwatercolorists.com. If you do not receive email contact the Secretary.  
 
Membership Form:  
Name_________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone ______________________________  

Cell Phone ___________________________  

Email Address ______________________________________________  

Your data will not be shared with any other entity.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Permission to Use Images of Artwork Form:  
 
At various times, images of member’s art are featured in the newsletter, on our website and in Facebook 
postings. As part of either a new or renewal membership, please complete the following:  
 
_______ I grant permission for use of images of my artwork in the following:  
 

_____ Newsletter _____ Website _____ Facebook  
 

_______ I DO NOT grant permission for use of images of my artwork in the newsletter, on the website or in 
Facebook postings unless I am contacted.  
 
_______I DO NOT grant permission to use images of my work and DO NOT wish to be contacted. 
  

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: __________________________  
 
 
(Permission applies to current year of membership only. You will need to complete a new form each 

calendar year.) 



CMW Board Members 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please renew your membership as soon as possible to continue receiving the 
benefits of being a CMW Member. Send the newsletter in this form with your 

$25 due to Treasurer Yvonne Schrank. 

©David Smith 

President 

Gordon Schrank   schrank@prodigy.net   320-251-8248  

 

 

Vice-President 

Susan Jensen-Cekalla  sjcekalla@jetup.net   320-393-2624 

  

 

 

Treasurer 

Yvonne Schrank   schrank@prodigy.net   320-251-8248 

 

 

Secretary & Newsletter  

Pat Spence   gpdspence@gmail.com   320-224-8242 

 

 

Social Media 

Mary Buhl   mnlady949@gmail.com  320-252-4412 

(Facebook & Website) 

Website:  CentralMNWatercolorists.org 
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